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25.05.2018  
NEWS RELEASES 

26.05.2020 Information regarding the labour market in the first 
quarter of 2020 (preliminary data) 

Part I. The impact of pandemic caused by coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 on the situation on the la-
bour market  

In the first quarter of 2020, neither the results of the labour force survey (LFS) illustrating the 
average situation in the surveyed period, nor the data from Registered unemployment, indi-
cated any significant differences (as compared to the previous periods) in the sizes of popu-
lations representing the main categories of the status on the labour market which could be 
caused by pandemic. There were only observed the first symptom of the changes concerning 
detailed indicators describing internal structure of the main populations which might have 
been the effect of COVID-19 development and restrictions introduced because of this, partic-
ularly in the last weeks of the quarter. 

It should be remembered that because of the applied methodology, the size of the survey 
sample and quarterly character of the survey, the LFS presents “averaged” situation over the 
entire quarter – therefore the figures concerning the entire first quarter of 2020 present aver-
age states from 13 weeks of the first quarter, which is particularly significant for the interpre-
tation of the results in the situation when a quarter constitutes a period characterised with 
a  relative large heterogeneity due to the occurrence of atypical phenomena in the course of 
this quarter, which we dealt with in the first quarter of 2020. 

The additional analysis on the data collected in the sample during the last two weeks of 
March also did not indicate any significant worsening in the situation on the labour market at 
the initial stage of pandemic increase. In the second half of March, on the basis of the LFS re-
sults, there were only observed some effects which were directly connected to the pan-
demic1, albeit they still did not result in a usually permanent change in the size of the main 
populations on the labour market. They concerned mainly the population of employed per-
sons. Although, they were still not related to the change in the status on the labour market, 
they signalised the beginning of the process of changes in the labour market outlook.  

Due to the analysed period being atypical for the LFS (the last two weeks of March2) and rep-
resentative character of the survey, the phenomena were presented through indicators de-
scribing their intensity (expressed in %), without presenting the size of discussed populations 
in absolute figures.  

In the context of the situation related to COVID-19 pandemic, a decidedly negative phenome-
non, distinguishing this period from the situation observed a year ago and in the last quarter 
was a growth in the number of the employed who in the reference week did not perform 
work. In the second half of March 2020, such persons comprised 19.0% of the entire employed 
population (during the entire first quarter it was 8.1%, while in the previous quarter and re-
spective quarter of the last year, these shares comprised respectively 5.8% and 5.2%). Due to 
the reasons directly related to coronavirus 13.7% of the total number of the employed did not 
perform their work.  

The most often indicated reasons for not performing work was a break in establishment’s ac-
tivity – it concerned 6.6% of all employed persons (in the entire first quarter of 2020 and in 

1 In order to assess the impact of COVID-19 on the labour market, there was an additional question included in 
the core labour market survey in the second half of March, regarding the direct relation of the situation de-
clared by the respondent with the pandemic.
2 The LFS is a quarterly survey, although, due to a heterogeneous character of this period as regards the ob-
served phenomena, this part of the analysis presents also results related to the situation in the last two weeks 
of March.

In the first quarter of 2020, 
the main LFS indicators did 
not indicate any significant 
worsening in the labour mar-
ket situation  

In the last two weeks of the 
first quarter some changes 
directly connected with the 
pandemic were observed 
within employed population 

There was a jumping growth in 
the percentage share of the 
employed who did not per-
form their work  
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the fourth quarter of 2019, as well as in the first quarter of the last year, the share was decid-
edly lower and comprised respectively 1.3%; 0.1% and 0.2%).  

The second most often indicated reason was "other reasons", which scope included, inter alia, 
childcare - it was indicated by 4.6% of the total number of the employed (in the entire first 
quarter of 2020, the respective percentage comprised 0.9%, in the previous quarter it was 
0.3%, while in the first quarter of 2019 – 0.1%). 

Chart 1. Characteristic of employed persons not performing their work in the reference week 

Another phenomenon characteristic for the last two weeks of the first quarter of 2020, hitherto 
not observed on such a scale, which may be related to the changes in work organization 
caused by COVID-19 pandemic, was an increase in the number of persons working from home. 
In the analysed period, the share of persons who usually performed their work from home in 
the total number of the employed was at the level of 14.2% (in the entire first quarter of 2020 
it comprised 6.4%; in the previous quarter 4.3%, while a year ago - 4.8%). Among these per-
sons, as many as 71.8% indicated the situation related to coronavirus as a direct reason for 
working from home.  

More often their work-related responsibilities were performed at home by women - 16.5% of 
employed women indicated this form of work (as compared to 6.9% in the first quarter of this 
year; 4.8% in the fourth quarter of 2019 and 5.4% in the respective period of the last year). 
Among men the percentage share was at the level of 12.3% (compared to 6.0% over the entire 
first quarter of 2020; 3.9% in the previous quarter and 4.4% one year ago). 

Different situation as compared to the previous quarters was observed in respect to the 
shares of persons usually working from home depending on their place of residence. In the 
last two weeks of the first quarter of 2020, urban residents worked more often from home than 
rural ones (16.9% vs. 10.2%) - in the first quarter of 2020, the respective shares constituted 
6.1% and 6.8%; in the fourth quarter of 2019, the shares comprised 3.7% and 5.1%, while in the 
first quarter of 2019 they comprised 4.1% and 5.9%. 

A significant increase in the 
percentage share of persons 
working from home was ob-
served  
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Chart 2. Characteristic of persons performing their work from home 

The analysis on the populations of unemployed and economically inactive persons indicates 
that in the last two weeks of March the impact of restrictions related to COVID-19 pandemic on 
their situation was still a small one. In the second half of March, among the unemployed previ-
ously working the reasons for leaving work related to coronavirus indicated only 3.4% of this 
population. While in case of economically inactive persons, the reasons for not seeking a job 
connected with coronavirus were indicated by 2.2% of this population, which taking into ac-
count the size of this group is a rather significant phenomenon which may have some impact 
on the reduction in the growth of the unemployed population.  

However, it should be underlined that a full picture of the changes currently taking place on 
the labour market caused by coronavirus pandemic will not be presented until the results of 
the LFS coming from the second quarter of 2020 and later periods are available. 
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Part II. The results of the Labour Force Survey and the survey on Registered un-
employment in the first quarter of 2020. 

The results of the labour force survey (LFS) indicate that 
economically active persons in the first quarter of 2020, 
constituted 56.0% of the population aged 15 years and 
more. Compared to the fourth quarter of 2019, this  
indicator did not change, while compared to the first quar-
ter of 2019 it stayed at a similar level (a growth by 0.1 per-
centage point). 

Economic activity of the population aged 15 years and more by the LFS 

In the first quarter of 2020, the number of economically active population aged 15 years and more 
comprised 16954 thousand persons, of whom 16425 thousand comprised employed persons and 529 
thousand – unemployed persons. The population of economically inactive persons amounted to 13334 
thousand.  

The population of the economically active stayed at a similar level as compared to the previ-
ous quarter, and it slightly increased as compared to the first quarter of 2019 (by 14 thousand, 
i.e. by 0.1%). The number of economically inactive persons increased slightly as compared to 
the previous quarter (by 21 thousand, i.e. by 0.2%), although it was smaller than in the first 
quarter of 2019 (by 31 thousand, i.e. by 0.2%). 

The indicator defining the ratio of the number of persons not in employment  
(the unemployed and economically inactive aged 15 years and more) to the number of  
employed persons increased as compared to the previous quarter, while it decreased as com-
pared to the same period of 2019. In the first quarter of 2020, there were 844 unemployed or 
economically inactive persons per 1000 employed persons (in the fourth quarter of 2019 and in 
the first quarter of 2019, the respective figures comprised 838 and 862 persons).  

Chart 3. Activity rate for persons aged 15 years and more  

Activity rate did not change  
as compared to the previous 
quarter 56.0% 

Activity rate (by the LFS) 

The number of persons not 
in employment per 1000 em-
ployed persons increased as 
compared to the previous 
quarter  
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Employed persons in the first quarter of 2020  
constituted 54.2% of the population aged 15 years and 
more. Compared to the fourth quarter of 2019,  
the indicator decreased by 0.2 percentage point, while 
compared to the first quarter of 2019, it increased by 0.5 
percentage point. 

Employed persons aged 15 years and more by the LFS 

In the first quarter of 2020, the population of employed persons aged 15 years and more com-
prised 16425 thousand and it decreased as compared to the previous quarter (by 42 thousand, 
i.e. by 0.3%), while it increased as compared to the first quarter of 2019 (by 151 thousand, i.e. 
by 0.9%). 

A drop in the number of employed persons observed in comparison with the previous quarter 
was observed mainly in the male population (by 68 thousand, i.e. by 0.7%), while in respect to 
the place of residence – in urban areas (by 53 thousand, i.e. by 0.5%). Among women and in the 
total rural population a slight increase in the number of the employed was observed (respec-
tively by 25 thousand, i.e. by 0.3% and by 11 thousand, i.e. by 0.2%). Compared to the same pe-
riod of the last year, a growth in the number of employed persons was observed regardless of 
both: sex and the place of residence. 

Men still prevail among the total of the employed – in the first quarter of 2020 their share in 
this group comprised 55.4%.  

The employment rate decreased as compared to the previous quarter, similarly to the number 
of employed persons. The analysis on the population by sex indicates a drop among men (by 
0.5 percentage point), while there was an increase among women (by 0.2 percentage point). 
Regarding the place of residence, a drop in employment rate was observed in urban areas (by 
0.3 percentage point), while in rural areas it stayed at a similar level. Over the year, an in-
crease in the indicator was observed in all analysed groups – by sex, a higher growth in the 
rate was observed for men (by 0.8 percentage point), while regarding the place of residence – 
in rural areas (by 0.9 percentage point). 

In the first quarter of 2020, the employment rate was still evidently higher for men (63.0% 
vs. 46.3% for women). 

Chart 4.  The number of employed persons and employment rate for persons aged 15 years and more 
by sex  

Employment rate is still evi-
dently higher in the male 
population than among 
women 

54.2% 
Employment rate 
(by the LFS) 

Employment rate decreased 
as compared to the previous 
quarter 
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Unemployed persons in the first quarter of 2020  
constituted 3.1% of the economically active population 
aged 15 years and more. The intensity of unemployment in-
creased as compared to the previous quarter, while it de-
creased as compared to the first quarter of 2019  

Unemployed persons by the LFS 

In the first quarter of 2020, the unemployed population comprised 529 thousand and it  
increased as compared to the previous quarter (by 43 thousand, i.e. by 8.8%), while it de-
creased as compared to the same period of 2019 (by 137 thousand, i.e. by 20.6%). 

An increase in the number of unemployed persons as compared to the previous quarter was 
observed regardless of sex, although it was higher among men (by 33 thousand, i.e. by 13.4%), 
than among women (by 10 thousand, i.e. by 4.2%). Regarding the place of residence, a growth 
took place mainly in rural areas (by 20.7%), it concerned urban residents to a slight extent only 
(by 1.7%). A reduction in unemployment over the year was observed in all analysed subpopula-
tions, while regarding sex to a greater extent among women (a drop by 99 thousand, i.e. by 
28.4%), and as regards the place of residence - among rural residents (a drop by 71 thousand, 
i.e. by 24.2%). 

Unemployment rate increased as compared to the previous quarter (by 0.2 percentage point), 
while it decreased (by 0.8 percentage point) compared to the same period of 2019. In the first 
quarter of 2020, unemployment rate of women stayed at a slightly higher level than for men 
(respectively 3.3% vs. 3.0%). 

Chart 5. The number of unemployed persons and unemployment rate by sex  

3.1% 
Unemployment rate (by the 
LFS) 

Unemployment rate by the 
LFS increased as compared 
to the previous quarter 

Unemployment rate by the 
LFS was lower in the male 
population than among 
women 
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Unemployed persons registered in labour offices3 at the 
end of March 2020 constituted 5.4% of the civilian  
economically active population. Registered unemployment 
rate increased as compared with December 2019 by 0.2 
percentage point, while compared to the end of  
March 2019 - it decreased by 0.5 percentage point.  

Registered unemployment 

The number of unemployed persons registered in labour offices at the end of March 2020 
comprised 909.4 thousand (including 491.7 thousand women) and it was higher than the one 
recorded at the end of the fourth quarter of 2019 by 43.1 thousand (i.e. by 5.0%), 
although it was lower by 75.3 thousand (i.e. by 7.6%) as compared to March 2019. 

In the first quarter of 2020 as compared to the fourth quarter of 2019, a growth was  
observed in the number of unemployed men and women respectively by: 30.8 thousand (i.e.  
by 8.0%) and 12.3 thousand (i.e. by 2.6%). Whereas, compared to the first quarter of 2019, the 
population of unemployed men and women registered in labour offices decreased by respec-
tively: 25.5 thousand persons (i.e. by 5.8%) and by 49.8 thousand (i.e. by 9.2%). 

The number of newly registered persons comprised 369.5 thousand persons in the first quarter 
of 2020 and it was lower than the one observed at the end of the fourth quarter of 2019 by 8.0 
thousand (i.e. by 2.1%) and lower by 45.0 thousand (i.e. by 10.9%) as compared to the first 
quarter of 2019. Compared to the first and fourth quarter of 2019, the number of job termina-
tions  due to the establishment-related reasons increased respectively by 0.4 thousand (i.e. by 
2.9%) and by 1.7 thousand (i.e. by 12.5%). 

In the first quarter of 2020, 326.4 thousand persons deregistered from the unemployment 
register rolls, by 35.8 thousand (i.e. by 9.9%) fewer than at the end of the fourth quarter of 
2019 and fewer by 72.2 thousand (i.e. by 18.1%) as compared to the same period of the last 
year. In the first quarter of 2020, 166.7 thousand unemployed persons took up work, 29.7 
thousand per-sons deregistered from unemployment due to the beginning of training and 
traineeship, while 55.3 thousand unemployed persons did not confirm their availability for 
work, 25.4 thousand unemployed persons voluntarily resigned from the status of an 
unemployed person (a year ago, respectively: 195.1 thousand persons took up a job, 38.6 
thousand began training and traineeship, 69.7 thousand did not confirm availability for work, 
while 34.6 thousand voluntar-ily resigned from the status of an unemployed person). 

During the first quarter of 2020, 311.4 thousand vacancies were reported to the labour offices, 
i.e. by 18.4% less than in the period of the fourth quarter of 2019, albeit by 11.0% more than in 
the first quarter of 2019.  

Establishments declared more terminations because of the establishment-related reasons as 
compared to both the fourth and the first quarter of 2019. At the end of the first quarter of 
2020 - 184 establishments declared termination of 18.7 thousand employees, including 1.4 
thousand persons from the public sector (at the end of the fourth quarter of 2019, respectively 
121 establishments declared termination of 18.5 thousand employees, including 2.2 thousand 
from the public sector, while at the end of the first quarter of 2019 – 112 establishments, 13.5 
thousand employees, including 1.8 thousand from the public sector). 

3 Information regarding the sources of data on unemployment and methodological differences of the surveys is available on the 
GUS website http://stat.gov.pl/obszary-tematyczne/rynek-pracy/zasady-metodyczne-rocznik-pracy/jak-liczymy-bezrobo-
cie.2.1.html 

5.4% 
Registered unemployment rate 

Registered unemployment rate 
was higher than in December 
2019 

In the labour offices in the 
first quarter of 2020, fewer 
unemployed persons than in 
the fourth quarter of 2019  
were registered, at the same 
time, fewer unemployed 
persons were deregistered 
from the unemployment reg-
ister rolls 

http://stat.gov.pl/obszary-tematyczne/rynek-pracy/zasady-metodyczne-rocznik-pracy/jak-liczymy-bezrobocie,2,1.html
http://stat.gov.pl/obszary-tematyczne/rynek-pracy/zasady-metodyczne-rocznik-pracy/jak-liczymy-bezrobocie,2,1.html
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Chart 6. The number of unemployed persons and registered unemployment rate 
As at the end of the quarter  
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Economically inactive persons in the first quarter of 2020 
constituted 44.1% of the total number of the  
population aged 15 years and more. The percentage  
stayed at a similar level as compared to the previous 
quarter (a growth by 0.1 percentage point) and it did not 
change as compared to the same period of 2019.  

 

 

Economically inactive persons 

In the first quarter of 2020, the population of economically inactive persons comprised  
13334 thousand and it stayed at a level slightly higher as compared to the previous quarter  
(a growth by 21 thousand, i.e. by 0.2%), while compared with the situation one year ago,  
it decreased (a drop by 31 thousand, i.e. by 0.2%).  

The increase in this population  as compared to the previous quarter was observed among 
men (by 0.8%), while among women a slight decline was observed (by 0.3%). As regards the 
place of residence, an increase was observed (by 0.7%) among urban residents, while a drop 
(by 0.6%) was noticed in rural areas. Over the year, among women a growth in the number of 
this group was observed (by 0.5%), while among men – a drop (by 1.5%). As regards the place 
of residence, in rural areas a drop in the number of economically inactive population was ob-
served (by 0.5%), while among urban residents this population stayed at a similar level. 

Women still constitute a majority of the economically inactive population (61.9%).  

Among the total number of the economically inactive a decided majority comprise retirees 
(56.5%), the second largest group constitute pupils and students (15.9%). Whereas, in case of 
economically inactive persons at working age the most often reasons for inactivity are: family 
and household responsibilities (34.2%), illness or disability (24.4%) and education and training 
(24.2%). 

 

Chart 7.  The percentage of economically inactive persons in the first quarter of 2020 by selected rea-
sons for inactivity for the total population and persons at the working age 

 

44.1% 
The share of economically inactive 
persons in the total number of the 
population aged 15 years and more 

The percentage share of eco-
nomically inactive persons in 
the population aged 15 years 
and more stayed at a similar 
level as compared to the 
fourth quarter of 2019 

Women still constitute  
a majority of the economically 
inactive population  
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Symbol:
(.) Data not available, classified data (statistical confidentiality) or providing data impossible or 
purposeless

a

a The Ministry of Family, Labour and Sociial Policy data.
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The above analysis was carried out on the basis of the results of the Labour Force Survey 
and Register unemployment survey. Both surveys, despite the difficulties caused by pan-
demic resulted from SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus, have been carried out by the Statistics Poland 
according to their schedule. In case of the survey on Registered unemployment the current 
situation did not have a significant impact on gathering information from the Powiat Labour 
Offices. However, since 13th of March 2020, the LFS has been carried out by the staff of the 
public statistics exclusively via telephone interview, thanks to the use of this method, the 
Statistics Poland was able to survey all weeks in the first quarter and is carrying out the sur-
vey in the second quarter.  
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