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NEWS RELEASES 
 

Activity rate increased as 
compared to the previous 
quarter 

The number of persons not 
working per 1000 of em-
ployed persons dropped as 
compared to the previous 
quarter  

 

Information on the labour market in the second 
quarter of 2019 (preliminary data) 
  

 The results of the labour force survey (LFS) indicate that 
in the second quarter of 2019, economically active per-
sons constituted 56.2% of the population aged 15 years 
and more. Compared to the previous quarter, the rate 
increased by 0.3 percentage point, whereas in the second 
quarter of 2018 it decreased by 0.3 percentage point. 

 

Economic activity of the population aged 15 years and more by the LFS 

In the second quarter of 2019, the number of economically active population aged 15 years 
and more comprised 17031 thousand persons, of which 16484 thousand constituted em-
ployed persons, while 548 thousand constituted the unemployed. The population of eco-
nomically inactive persons comprised 13254 thousand.  

The number of the economically active increased as compared to the first quarter of 2019 
(a growth by 91 thousand), while it decreased as compared the same period of the previous 
year (a drop by 151 thousand). The number of economically inactive persons dropped 
as compared to the previous quarter, albeit it slightly increased over the year. 

The indicator describing the relation between the number of non-working persons (unem-
ployed and economically inactive aged 15 years and more) and the number of employed  
persons decreased as compared to the previous quarter, while it did not change as  com-
pared to the same period of the previous year. In the second quarter of 2019, there were  
837 unemployed or economically inactive persons per 1000 employed persons (in the second 
quarter of 2018 and in the first quarter of 2019 it was respectively 837 and 862 persons).  

Chart 1. Activity rate for persons aged 15 years and more  
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Activity rate (by LFS) 
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Employment rate is still evi-
dently higher in the male 
population than among 
women 

 

Employment rate increased 
as compared to the previous 
quarter 

In the second quarter 2019, employed persons              
constituted 54.4% of the population aged 15 years and 
more. Compared to the first quarter of 2019, the rate 
increased by 0.7 percentage point, while it did not change 
over the year. 

 

 

Employed persons aged 15 years and more by the LFS 

In the second quarter of 2019, the population of employed persons aged 15 years and more 
comprised 16484 thousand and it increased as compared to the previous quarter, whereas it 
declined over the year. 

A growth in the number of employed persons was observed as compared to the previous 
quarter irrespective of both: sex and the place of residence. Over the year, the number of the 
employed decreased among women, while it stayed at the same level among men. Whereas, 
as regards the place of residence, a growth in the number of the employed was recorded in 
rural areas, while a drop was observed in urban areas. 

Still men dominate among the total number of the employed – in the second quarter  of 
2019, their share in this population amounted to 55.1%.  

Employment rate increased as compared to the previous quarter. A growth was observed 
irrespective of both sex and place of residence (the highest one – 1.1 percentage point was 
recorded for the total population living in rural areas, while depending on sex - among 
women – 0.9 percentage point). Over the year, the rate total stayed at the same level. A drop 
in the rate among women (by 0.3 percentage point) was compensated by a growth among 
men (by 0.3 percentage point). Simultaneously, a decrease in the rate in urban areas (by 0.2 
percentage point) was reduced at the country’s level by a growth in rural areas (by 0.3 per-
centage point).  

In the second quarter of 2019, still evidently higher employment rate was observed among 
men (62.8% vs. 46.8% for women). 

Chart 2. The number of the employed and employment rate for persons aged 15 years and more by 
sex  
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Unemployment rate upheld 
a decreasing tendency 

Unemployment rate by the 
LFS was slightly lower in the 
male population than among 
women 

 

 In the second quarter 2019, unemployed persons consti-
tuted 3.2% of the economically active population aged 
15 years and more. Unemployment rate dropped by 
0.7 percentage point. As compared to the previ-
ous quarter, while compared to the second quarter 2018 
it decreased by 0.4 percentage point. 

 

 

Unemployed persons by the LFS 

In the second quarter of 2019, the population of the unemployed amounted to 548 thousand 
and it decreased as compared to both the previous quarter and the same period of 2018. 

A drop in the number of the unemployed observed over both the quarter and the year, oc-
curred regardless of the place of residence and sex.  

Unemployment rate decreased regarding both the same period of the last year and the pre-
vious quarter. Beginning from 2016, a decreasing differentiation in the unemployment inten-
sity by sex was observed. In the second quarter of 2019 in the population of women unem-
ployment rate stayed at the similar level as among men (respectively 3.3% and 3.2%). 

 

Chart 3. The number of unemployed persons and unemployment rate by sex 
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Registered unemployment rate 
was systematically decreasing 
in the successive years 

Fewer unemployed persons 
registered in the labour 
offices in the second quarter 
of 2019 than a year ago, at 
the same time, fewer unem-
ployed persons were with-
drawn from register rolls of 
labour offices 

Unemployed persons registered in labour offices1 at the 
end of June 2019 constituted 5.3% of the civilian econo-
mically active population. The registered unemployment 
rate was lower than the one observed in March and June 
of the last year, respectively by: 0.6 percentage point and 
0.5 percentage point. 

 

Registered unemployment 

At the end of June 2019, the number of unemployed persons registered in labour offices 
comprised 877.1 thousand (including 494.2 thousand women) and it was lower than the one 
observed at the end of the first quarter of 2019 by 107.6 thousand (i.e. by 10.9%) and lower by 
90.8 thousand (i.e. by 9.4%) as compared to the same period of the previous year. 

A drop in the number of unemployed men and women was observed in the second quarter of 
2019 as compared to the first quarter of  2019, respectively by: 60.4 thousand (i.e. 13.6%) and 
47.3 thousand (i.e. 8.7%). The population of unemployed men and women registered in la-
bour offices decreased also in respect to June 2018, respectively by: 1.2 thousand persons 
(i.e. by 9.7%) and by 49.6 thousand (i.e. by 9.1%). 

 

Chart 4. The number unemployed and registered unemployment rate 
The state at end of the quarter 

 

  

                                                           
1 Information regarding data sources on unemployment and methodological differences between the surveys are available 
online on the Statistics Poland site: http://stat.gov.pl/obszary-tematyczne/rynek-pracy/zasady-metodyczne-rocznik-
pracy/jak-liczymy-bezrobocie,2,1.html 

5.3% 
Registered unemployment rate  

http://stat.gov.pl/obszary-tematyczne/rynek-pracy/zasady-metodyczne-rocznik-pracy/jak-liczymy-bezrobocie,2,1.html
http://stat.gov.pl/obszary-tematyczne/rynek-pracy/zasady-metodyczne-rocznik-pracy/jak-liczymy-bezrobocie,2,1.html
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The percentage of economi-
cally inactive persons aged 
15 years and more decreased 
as compared to the previous 
quarter  

 

Women still constitute a 
majority of the economically 
inactive population 

 

In the second quarter of 2019, economically inactive per-
sons constituted 43.8% of the total number of the popu-
lation aged 15 years and more. The percentage decreased 
as compared to the previous quarter (by 0.3 percentage 
point), albeit it increased over the year (by 0.3 percentage 
point).  

 

 

Economically inactive persons 

In the second quarter of 2019, the population of persons economically inactive comprised 
13254 thousand It stayed at the level lower than in the previous quarter (13365 thousand 
persons) and at a very similar level as compared to the situation in the last year. 

A drop in the number of this group over the quarter was observed among both men (by 1.4%) 
and  women (by 0.5%), while as regards the place of residence among rural residents (by 
1.5%) as well as in urban areas (0.4%). Changes in the number of the economically inactive 
persons depending on sex and the place of residence were also observed over the year. 
Among women and the total of the urban population a growth in the number of this group 
took place (respectively by 0.3% and 0.4%), while among men and the total of the rural 
population – a drop was observed (respectively by 0.4% and 0.5%). Women still constitute 
a majority of the economically inactive population (61.7%).  

Among the total number of economically inactive persons, a decided majority constitute 
retirees (55.5%), the second largest group constitute students (16.3%). Whereas in case of 
persons economically inactive at the working age, the most often reasons for inability are: 
family responsibilities (32.9%), education and training (24.8%), and illness, disability (23.8%).  

Chart 5. The percentage of economically inactive persons in the second quarter of 2019 by selected 
reasons for inactivity for the total population and for persons at the working age 
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The share of economically inactive 
persons in the total number of the 
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Table 2. Demand for Labour (cont.) 

2017 I 2018 2019 

SPECIFICATION li quarter I q uarter 11 q uarter 

11 q uarter I q uarter 

2018=100 2019=100 

in thousands 

899 902 847 849 94,1 100,2 

1. Employed persons (cont.)

Employed persons with 

more than one job 

Employed persons seeking 

another mai n job and addi-

tional job 234 264 221 214 81,1 96,8 

of which by reasons: 

possibility of losing cur-

rent job 12 5 13 8 160,0 61,5 

looking for a better paid 

job 140 144 122 121 84,0 99,2 

Disabled persons 

TOTAL 526 492 483 495 100,6 102,5 

males 284 267 261 262 98,1 100,4 

females 242 225 222 234 104,0 105,4 

Urban areas 351 338 345 338 100,0 98,0 

Rural areas 175 154 138 158 102,6 114,5 

2. Weeklyworl<ing time in hours 

Average number of hours 

worked in the mai n job and in 

an additionaljob 39,5 38,7 39,5 38,4 99,2 97,2 

males 41,3 40,4 41,0 40,0 99,0 97,6 

females 37,3 36,6 37,7 36,5 99,7 96,8 

Average number of hours 

worked in the main job 38,6 37,9 38,7 37,6 99,2 97,2 

by employment status and 

age: 

employees 37,9 37,2 38,7 37,0 99,5 95,6 

employers and self-em-

ployed persons 42,5 41,3 39,8 40,4 97,8 101,5 

contributing fam iły wor-

kers 35,0 34,2 31,8 34,4 100,6 108,2 

3. Vacancies0 in thousands 

TOTAL 437,2 421,4 381,8 345,9 82,1 90,6 

in public sector 39,2 36,7 45,3 30,6 83,3 67,5 

in private sector 398,0 384,7 336,5 315,3 82,0 93,7 

a Offers registered in labour offices du ring a quarter; The Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Policy data. 
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Table 3. Unemployment0 

2017 I 2018 2019 

SPECIFICATION li quarter I q uarter 11 q uarter 

11 q uarter I q uarter 

2018=100 2019=100 
in thousands 

1. Unemployed persons 

TOTAL 863 617 666 548 88,8 82,3 

males 493 350 318 296 84,6 93,1 

females 370 267 348 251 94,0 72,1 

Urban areas 510 361 373 308 85,3 82,6 

Ru rai areas 353 256 293 240 93,8 81,9 

By methods of job search 

527 378 422 312 82,5 73,9 

301 228 233 206 90,4 88,4 

606 411 413 380 92,5 92,0 

420 301 318 287 95,3 90,3 

through the labour office 

placing or answering job ad-

vertisements 

through friends, relatives 

direct contact with emplo-

yers 

making efforts to become 

self-employed 26 22 20 20 90,9 100,0 

By duration of job search 

6 months and less 514 380 460 356 93,7 77,4 

7-12 146 104 97 114 109,6 117,5 

13 months and more 202 133 109 78 58,6 71,6 

Average duration of job search 
in months 

in months 

TOTAL 10,1 10,4 9,3 9,1 87,5 97,8 

males 10,5 10,7 9,6 9,3 86,9 96,9 

females 9,7 10,0 9,1 8,9 89,0 97,8 

In total: in months 

64 54 58 47 87,0 81,0 

510 363 294b 241 66,4 82,0 

waiting for work to begin in 

the months 

registered at the labour 

office as unemployed 

of which: 

receiving unemployment 

benefit 89 60 72 63 105,0 87,5 

Disabled persons 

TOTAL 43 31 38 36 116,1 94,7 

males 22 17 18 19 111,8 105,6 

females 21 14 20 17 121,4 85,0 

Urban areas 31 22 28 24 109,1 85,7 

Ru rai areas 13 10 10 12 120,0 120,0 

a By Labour Force Survey. 

b Due to a change in the methodology of gathering information on unemployed people registered in labour 

office as unemployed, the data is not fully comparable with the results taken before first quarter of 2019. 
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Table 3. Unemployment0 (cont.) 

2017 I 2018 2019 

SPECIFICATION li quarter I q uarter 11 q uarter 

11 q uarter I q uarter 

2018=100 2019=100 

in thousands 

2. Recruitment sources of the

unemployed

Job losers 

total 307 228 225 167 73,2 74,2 

males 193 140 119 89 63,6 74,8 

females 114 89 106 79 88,8 74,5 

Job leavers 

total 75 67 84 76 113,4 90,5 

males 49 39 45 49 125,6 108,9 

females 26 28 39 27 96,4 69,2 

Re-entrants 

total 327 216 243 210 97,2 86,4 

males 154 114 102 108 94,7 105,9 

females 174 102 142 101 99,0 71,1 

They take up work for the first 

time (activating) 

total 153 106 113 95 89,6 84,1 

of which leavers 68 48 47 45 93,8 95,7 

males 96 57 52 50 87,7 96,2 

females 57 49 61 45 91,8 73,8 

710 511 552 453 88,6 82,1 

3. Unemployed persons 

previously in employment

TOTAL 

of which: 

According to the economic 

sectors of the last jobb: 

agricu ltu re 23 27 26 17 63,0 65,4 

industry 243 153 173 139 90,8 80,3 

services 334 262 272 223 85,1 82,0 

of which: 

education 13 9 23 13 144,4 56,5 

human health and social 

work activities 15 15 11 14 93,3 127,3 

By ownership sectors inb : 

public sector 71 56 53 51 91,1 96,2 

private sector 535 388 422 333 85,8 78,9 

a By Labour Force Survey. 

b Excluding persons with the break in employment 8 years or more. 
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Table 5. Economically inactive population° (cont.) 

2017 I 2018 2019 

SPECIFICATION li quarter I q uarter 11 q uarter 

11 q uarter I q uarter 

2018=100 2019=100 

in thousands 

Selected reasons for inac-

tivity 

education, training 2363 2241 2188 2164 96,6 98,9 

family and household re-

sponsibilities 1733 1763 1793 1782 101,1 99,4 

retirement 6789 7111 7301 7361 103,5 100,8 

illness, disability 1730 1627 1603 1480 91,0 92,3 

By level of education: 

tertiary 1439 1483 1465 1531 103,2 104,5 

post-secondary and voca-

tional secondary 2610 2728 2737 2787 102,2 101,8 

generał secondary 1480 1479 1442 1464 99,0 101,5 

basie vocational 3013 3085 3334 3160 102,4 94,8 

lower secondary, primary 

and incomplete primary 4712 4471 4387 4311 96,4 98,3 

Disabled persons 

TOTAL 2533 2492 2545 2511 100,8 98,7 

males 1221 1220 1241 1228 100,7 99,0 

females 1311 1272 1305 1283 100,9 98,3 

Urban areas 1543 1524 1548 1540 101,0 99,5 

Rural areas 989 968 998 971 100,3 97,3 

in persons 

2. Number of persons not

workingb per 1000 employed

persons

TOTAL 856 837 862 837 X X 

males 616 600 608 592 X X 

females 1147 1125 1177 1139 X X 

Urban areas 852 829 853 836 X X 

Rural areas 861 849 875 839 X X 

a By Labour Force Survey. 

b lncluding the unemployed. 
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Table 6. Terminations for to establishments-related reasons (as of the state at the end of a quarter) 

2017 I 2018 2019 

SPECIFICATION 

li quarter I q uarter 11 q uarter 11 q uarter I q uarter 

2018=100 2019=100 

The number of establishments 145 114 112 109 95,6 97,3 

ofwhich: 

16 14 6 9 64,3 150,0 

129 100 106 100 100 94,3 

public sector 

private sector 

The number of persons 

(in thousands) 14,6 13,2 13,5 17,5 132,3 129,7 

ofwhich: 

public sector 3,8 2,6 1,8 0,8 31,0 43,8 

private sector 10,8 10,7 11,7 16,7 156,6 143 
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