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INTRODUCTION 
 

The presentation Statictics in Wielkopolska, which accompanies the 
Congress of Polish Statistics celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 
Polish Statistical Association, highlights the heritage of statistics in 
Wielkopolska by displaying the contents of old statistical archives and 
remembering key figures, who contributed to the development of 
statistical thought and practice in Poland, and who originated from or 
worked in Wielkopolska. Owing to the timespan and diversity of the period 
covered, the presentation is divided into several parts. 
For obvious reasons, only major developments and achievements from 
the rich heritage can be included. The main objective is to stress the 
continued presence of statistics in social and economic life of the region 
and the country and its significance for those, who, in the words of 
Stanisław Staszic, „want to free this country and rule it”. 



I STATISTICAL  ACTIVITY 
IN  WIELKOPOLSKA  IN  THE 
PREINSTITUTIONAL  PERIOD 
(until  1905) 

The contents of this part concerns the documented beginnings of 
statistical activity in Wielkopolska, which spans the period from the 
last decade of 18th c. until the start of 20th c. Since most of that 
period coincides with the time of foreign partitions, many of the 
documents presented here were published as a result of work 
conducted by statistical services of the partitioning states and written 
in German or Russian.  



The title page of 
The Obligation of Statistical Reporting 
by Zygmunt Gargas, published in Cracow in 1900. 
 
The objectives and duties of statistics along with 
appropriate methodology described in the book also 
applied to Wielkopolska 

I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 



Fragments of The Obligation of Statistical Reporting concerning 
Antiquity, the Middle Ages and modern times. 

I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 



Stanisław Staszic (1755–1826) – the forerunner of Polish statistical 
thought – one of the most eminent figures of Polish enlightment. He was 
born in Piła. He published many works in many fields of science. His 
program of social and economic reform was based on statistical 
calculations. He believed that political activity and government could not be 
effective without information about the state of the country and phenomena 
that occur in it. In the subtitle to his work entitled About the Statistics  
of Poland, published in Warsaw in 1807, he formulated the tasks  
of statistics: An overview of facts necessary for those who want to free this 
country and rule it. It was the first printed work in Poland to popularise 
information about social and economic problems in macro scale.  

I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

The title page of a work by Kazimierz Stefański entitled 
The state of the town of Kalisz in 1793 

Fragments of a monograph entitled The state of the town  
of Kalisz in 1793 – Indaganda, or topographic and statistical 

questions about the state and characteristics of the town  
of Kalisz located in the inspectorate of the military 

and tax advisor, Mr Mente 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

Fragments of The state of the town of Kalisz in 1793 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

Fragments of The state of the town of Kalisz in 1793 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

A table about The population of towns in the 
Duchy of Warsaw in 1808 and 1810 showing  
the results of the first census conducted within 
Polish lands in 1808 and repeated in1810. 
 
The fragment on the left contains information 
about towns of Wielkopolska including: Piła, 
Chodzież, Czarnków and Trzcianka, which were 
then part of the powiat of Wałcz 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

A statistical table of European countries included in the New Household Calendar for 1831, published in Kalisz 
in 1830.  On the alphabetical list of countries, Poland occupies the 23rd and Cracow – 12th position 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

The title page of the work by Józef Łukaszewicz 
The historical and statistical overview of the city of Poznań 
in the former times, published in Poznań in 1838 

A fragment of the work by Łukaszewicz concerning  
the size and structure of the population of Poznań in 1777 and 1794  



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

A city plan of Poznań from the middle of 17th century 

Coins issued by the Poznań mint in 1655 

Selected illustrations from Łukaszewicz’s 
book The historical and statistical 
overview of the city of Poznań 
in the former times 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

The title page of Statistical presentation  
of the powiat of Pleszew in 1861 compiled 
by Royal Land Advisor Gregorovius, 
published in Pleszew in 1863 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

The title page of An overview of the province  
of Kalisz in 1878, published in Kalisz in 1879,  
together with a table of vital statistics by sex and powiat 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

The title page of An inventory of  inhabited settlements 
in the province of Kalisz, published in Kalisz in 1881, 
with a table about the powiat of Kalisz 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

The title page of An annual report of the 
Chamber of Commerce in Poznań for 1883 

A list of members of the Chamber of Commerce in Poznań  

The table of contents from An annual report of the Chamber of Commerce in Poznań for 1883 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

One of the tables from An annual report of the Chamber of Commerce in Poznań for 1883 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

The population census of The Kingdom of Prussia from  
1st December 1885 – a form completed for the town of Gostyń 

A fragment of census directions for the authorities 
from 1885 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

The title page and part of the table of contents from the 
Lexicon of boroughs of the province of Poznań, 
published in Berlin in 1888. 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

The title page of  
The Yearbook of the province 
of Kalisz for 1889 
with a fragment of a table about 
manufacturing companies 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

A map of the provinces of the Kingdom  
of Poland with distances along railroads, 
paved roads and ordinary roads compiled  
and lithographed by Marcel Gotz, published  
by Gebethner&Wolff in Warsaw in 1891. 
 
The arrow indicates the province of Kalisz 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

The title page of A report about the management and state  
of borroughs in the city of Poznań from the period between  
1 April 1891 and 31 March 1892 with a table showing grain prices  

Under Prussian administration  
the German authorities of the city 

compiled regular reports  
about its social and economic activity. 

The publication of  those reports continued  
throughout World War I 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

A census form with a fragment containing directions for The first 
General Census of Population of the Russian Empire conducted  
by virtue of a decree issued on 5 June 1895. The census took place 
in 1897 and comprised the province of Kalisz 



I. STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN WIELKOPOLSKA IN THE PREINSTITUTIONAL 
PERIOD (until 1905) 

Similar reports about revenue and spending were 
prepared and published by the German authorities  
of the city until 1916 

The title page and the alphabetical table of contents  
of the Preliminary estimate of revenue and spending  
of the urban borough of Poznań for the period from  
1 April 1897 to 31 March 1898 



II STATISTICS 
IN  THE  YEARS  1905–1918 

In 1905 an independent institution was created within the 
administration of the city of Poznań, which laid the foundations for 
the development of urban statistics. 
 
It is the activity of this agency that this part of the presentation 
focuses on: Statistische Amt der Stadt Posen – the first – German 
Statistical Office of the City of Poznań, the following pages present 
its publication output until the outbreak of World War I. 



The monthly journal of Statistische Monatsberichte der Stadt Posen 
was the first regular publication issued by Statistische Amt der Stadt Posen,  

or the Statistical Office in Poznań, created in1905. 
 

The journal contained a description of the current state of the city.  
Until the outbreak of World War I, nine issues of the journal had been published in German 

II. STATISTICS IN THE YEARS 1905–1918 

The title page and the table of contents of the first yearbook 
Statistical News about the city of Poznań 
(for the period from April 1905 to March 1906) 



A plan of milk supply for the city of Poznań, included in Statistical News 
about the city of Poznań from September 1905 

II. STATISTICS IN THE YEARS 1905–1918 



II. STATISTICS IN THE YEARS 1905–1918 

A fragment of Statistical News about  
the city of Poznań – from March 1906 (No. 12/year I) 



II. STATISTICS IN THE YEARS 1905–1918 

The title page from An administration report of the City of Poznań for the period from 1 April 1906  
to 31 March 1907 together with a fragment concerning the Statistical Office 



II. STATISTICS IN THE YEARS 1905–1918 

The title page and a table from the Annual report  
of the Chamber of Commerce for the Poznań region  
covering the period from April 1906 to March 1908 



II. STATISTICS IN THE YEARS 1905–1918 

Statistical data about the province of Kalisz covering  
the period of 1870–1907, published in The Calendar  
for the School of Crafts, published in Kalisz in 1908 



II. STATISTICS IN THE YEARS 1905–1918 

Editorial information from The Statistical Yearbook of German 
Towns, published in Wrocław in 1910 along with a table showing  
the area of towns and land use information. The list includes Poznań 



II. STATISTICS IN THE YEARS 1905–1918 

The title page from a monograph entitled  
Poznań – past and present 
published in Poznań in 1911 
 



II. STATISTICS IN THE YEARS 1905–1918 

The cover and a fragment from A Guide to the Kalisz 
region, published in Warsaw in 1912 



II. STATISTICS IN THE YEARS 1905–1918 

A map showing clusters of Polish population 
in Wielkopolska in the years 1890–1914, 
included in the 4-volume Encyclopédie 
Polonaise, published in Freiburg and Lausanne 
in the years 1916–1920 



III STATISTICS 
BETWEEN  THE  WARS 
(1918–1939) 

This part of the presentation, covering the period of 20 years between 
the two World Wars, starts with a rescript of the Regent Council 
issued in July 1918, which established the Central Statistical Office 
as the main statistical agency of the independent state. 

 
This part features publications of the Statistical Office of the City  
of Poznań, and presents the life and legacy Zygmunt Zaleski, the first 
Polish director of the Office.  



A resript issued by the Regent Council on 13 July 1918 concerning 
the establishment and organizational structure of CSO 

The first logo  
of The Central Statistical Office 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



Zygmunt Zaleski (1894–1940) – the first director of the Statistical Office 
in Poznań in the newly independent Poland – was born in Gozdanin near 
Mogilno. He was in charge of the Statistical Office in Poznań from 1920. He 
initiated the publication of The Statistical Yearbook of the City of Poznań 
and Statistical News about the City of Poznań in 1921. In 1923 he  
co-founded the Society of Friends of the City of Poznań, and for many years 
served as its President. It was his idea to start publishing the Chronicle of the 
City of Poznań and he became the chairman of its editorial board. In 1929,  
to mark the opening of the General National Exhibition, he published  
a memory book about the city. He initiated and edited a series of publications 
about Poznań. In November 1937 he was appointed deputy President  
of Poznań. He chaired many committees involved in the comprehensive 
development of the city, e.g. he organized the City Museum and promoted the 
establishment of the Literary Society of Poznań. He cooperated with the 
Central Statistical Office in Warsaw. He was one of the founders of the Polish 
Statistical Association, which originated from the Association of Polish 
Economists and Statisticians in 1937.  

KEY FIGURES OF STATISTICS IN WIELKOPOLSKA 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



Marcin Nadobnik (1883–1953) – co-oganizer of the Central Statistical Office,  
co-founder of academic statiistics in Poznań. Born in Wielichowo (now in the 
Grodzisk powiat), he studied philosophy, economics and statistics at universities 
in Cracow, Berlin and Greifswald. After receiving his doctoral degree, for 10 years he 
was a researcher at the National Statistical Office headed by prof. Józef Buzek. During 
this period he published a number of works devoted to population and national 
issues. In 1919 for a few months he served as department head at the Central 
Statistical Office in Warsaw. In autumn 1919 he returned to Wielkopolska and became 
head of the Budget Department in the Ministry of the former Prussian District of Poznań. 
After completing his habilitation at the University of Lviv (Lwów) he bacame Head of the 
Chair of Statistics at the Department of Law and Economics of Poznań University, which  
he helped to establish. He also co-founded the Higher School of Commerce in Poznań 
in 1926 (which was transformed into the Academy of Commerce in 1938). It was here 
that he held lectures and seminars, while working at Poznań University. His publication 
activity during the interwar period was mostly connected with demographic issues.  
He was author of a academic textbook entitled Theoretical statistics published in 1929. 
After the outbreak of the war, he was displaced  to the General Government (the area  
of the Nazi-occupied Poland, a separate administrative region of the Third Reich), where 
he worked as Head of the Statistical Bureau of the Social Insurance in Warsaw. On his 
return to Poznań in March 1945, he resumed his post as Head of the Chair of Statistics 
at Poznań University, and created the Chair of Statistics at the Academy of Commerce 
(transformed into the Higher School of Economics in 1950), becoming its first head.  

KEY FIGURES OF STATISTICS IN WIELKOPOLSKA 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



The title page and a fragment of the first  Administration Report of the City of Poznań prepared after Poland 
regained independence. The report covers the period from 1 April 1918 to 31 March 1920. 
The publication continued  the tradition of annual administration reports entitled Bericht über die Verwaltung 
which were published by the Prussian administration 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



The title page of the first edition of The yearbook of statistics of the Republic of Poland 1920/1921, 
compiled by CSO in 1921, with a fragment of a table containing information about the area of estates  
parcelled out by land agencies in the years 1919–1921. The table presents data about the then 
voivodship of Poznań 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



The title page of the first yearly journal entitled Monthly Review  
of Labour, compiled by CSO in 1921 and a fragment of a table 
showing prices of crops and cattle in August and September  
of 1921 by voivodship and town (including data for Poznań) 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



The title page of The Budget of the city of Poznań for 1922,  
with a  fragment of a table with tax data. The publication continued  
a series of reports prepared under Prussian administration  
by the German city authorities, entitled Voranschlag für die 
Einnahmen und Ausgaben der Stadtgemeinde Posen, and later 
Voranschlag für die Residenzstadt Posen 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



The title page of Statistical News about economic statistics in the former 
Prussian district, published in Poznań in 1922, with tables showing average 
crops and harvest in 1921 (by month) and the area of powiats in the former 
Prussian district 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



The title page of Statistical News about  
the city of Gniezno, published in 1922 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



The title page of the first issue of Statistical News  
about the city of Poznań published in the newly 
independent Poland in April 1921, in the Polish 
language. 
 
The publication continued the series of monthly 
statistical reports, entitled Statistische 
Monatsberichte der Stadt Posen, which appeared 
regularly from 1914 onwards 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



A description of the socio-economic situation of Poznań in the 2nd quarter of 1921 (compared  
with the corresponding period in 1914), edited by Zygmunt Zaleski, the then director of the Statistical 
Office of Poznań, which appeared in the 3rd issue of Statistical News about the city of Poznań  
in June1921 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



Tables with vital statistics, a chart showing the city’s population according to consecutive censuses between 
1816–1931 and a chart presenting cinema attendance in the period of 1925–1935, all of which appeared  
in the January issue of Statistical News about the city of Poznań from 1937 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



Fragments of tables with vital statistics, showing data about marriages and live births and charts 
illustrating the direction of migration and the population size by age, sex and marital status, which  
appeared in the February issue of Statistical News about the city of Poznań  from 1939 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



The cover of the Statistical Yearbook  
of the City of Poznań 1922–1924, published  
in Poznań in 1924. 
 
The  publication of theYearbook was initiated 
and conducted by the Statistical Office of the city 
of Poznań.  
The yearbook provided a comprenesive and 
ordered collection of statistical data about the city, 
supplemented with a wide range of information 
about the current state of the city. In the interwar 
period the statistical office in Poznań published 
12 volumes of the yearbook (1921, 1922–1924, 
1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929–1932, 1933–1934, 
1934–1935, 1935–1936, 1936–1937, 1937–1938)  

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



Introduction to the Statistical Yearbook of the City 
of Poznań 1922–1924, edited by Zygmunt Zaleski, 
director of the Statistical Office of the city of Poznań 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



Population tables from 
the Statistical Yearbook  
of the City of Poznań 1922–1924  

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



The title page and a fragment of a table from The Index  
of towns of the Republic of Poland, compiled by CSO  
on the basis of the 1921 census. The index was published  
in Warsaw in 1926. The fragment above shows data about  
the then powiat of Gniezno 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



The title page and selected maps from The Republic of Poland – A Statistical 
Atlas, published by CSO in Warsaw in 1930. The atlas contains information 
about Wielkopolska 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



The title pages of Comparative statistics of the revenue and expenditure of large and small farms  
in the voivodship of Poznań for the reporting year of 1927/28 and the 5-year period of 1930/31–1934/35, 
compiled and published by the Wielkopolska Chamber of Agriculture 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



A map of boroughs (gminas) of the 
Republic of Poland, at 1 April 1938, prepared 
by the Cartographic Division of the Central 
Statistical Office and published by CSO  
in the cartographic publishing house  
of W. Cukrzyński, S. Goliński i Ska. in Warsaw 

III. STATISTICS BETWEEN THE WARS (1918–1939) 



IV THE  WAR  YEARS 
OF  STATISTICS  (1939–1945) 

This part presents the war years of statistics in Wielkopolska, 
including yearbooks published by German occupation authorities. 



During the period of the World War II, 
German authorities published the yearbook 
Statistisches Jahrbuch der Gauhauptstadt 
Posen 1938–39, which was still based on 
information compiled by Polish statistical 
services and Statistisches Jahrbuch der 
Gauhauptstadt Posen 1940, which was 
prepared by the Germans. The publication  
of the statistical monthly journal Statistische 
Monatsberichte der Stadt Posen was also 
resumed. All those materials were intended  
for official use only. 

The cover of the Statistical Yearbook  
of Poznań 1938–1939 

IV. THE WAR YEARS OF STATISTICS (1939–1945) 



The table of contents and tables from the chapter  
on Land lots, buildings and dwellings from  
the Statistical Yearbook of Poznań 1938–1939 

IV. THE WAR YEARS OF STATISTICS (1939–1945) 



A map of Poznań from 1939 included in the Statistical Yearbook of Poznań 1938–1939 

IV. THE WAR YEARS OF STATISTICS (1939–1945) 



The title page of the Statistical Yearbook  
of Poznań from 1940, bearing the clause  
nur für Dienstgebrauch (only for office use) 

IV. THE WAR YEARS OF STATISTICS (1939–1945) 



The title page of the Statistical Yearbook  
of Poznań from 1940, bearing the clause 
nur für Dienstgebrauch (only for office use) 

IV. THE WAR YEARS OF STATISTICS (1939–1945) 



Selected tables from z Statistical News about the city of Poznań 
from 1942 with basic socio-economic information 

IV. THE WAR YEARS OF STATISTICS (1939–1945) 



The title page from the Concise Statistical Yearbook of Poland  
covering the period from September 1939 to June 1941, 
published in London in 1941. 
 
It also contains information about Wielkopolska 

IV. THE WAR YEARS OF STATISTICS (1939–1945) 



V THE  ACTIVITY  OF  STATISTICAL 
AGENCIES  OF  WIELKOPOLSKA   
AFTER  WORLD  WAR  II 

The most extensive part of the presentation is devoted to the period 
since the end of the World War II until the present.  

 
It highlights the publishing activity of the Statistical Office in Poznań 
in its changing organizational forms. 



Stanisław Waszak (1906–1974) – head of the Municipal Statistical Office in Poznań  
in the years 1946–1950.  

Post-war founders of the Statistical Office in Poznań 

V. THE ACTIVITY OF STATISTICAL AGENCIES OF WIELKOPOLSKA   
AFTER WORLD WAR  II 

In the post-war period, the organizational structure of national and public statistics has changed a number  
of times. Below is a list of people, now dead, who used to be in charge of the statistical office in the past. Their 
biographical notes can be found in the book The statistical contribution to the history of Poznań, in the chapter 
entitled Distinguished statisticians connected with Poznań and Wielkopolska, prepared on the occasion of the 
90th anniversary of the Central Statistical Office.  

Wacław Zygmaniak (1908–1974) – head of the Statistics Division at the Presiding 
Board of the Provincial National Council in the years 1953–1962; director of the 
Voivodship Statistical Office in Poznań in the years 1962–1963; in the years  
1963–1968 served as director of the Statistical Office for the City of Poznań  
and the Voivodship of Poznań, and in the years 1968–1974 as its deputy director. 
 



V. THE ACTIVITY OF STATISTICAL AGENCIES OF WIELKOPOLSKA   
AFTER WORLD WAR II 

Post-war founders of the Statistical Office in Poznań 

Bogumił Ziółek (1930–1992) – head of the Statistics Division at the Presiding Board of the 
Municipal National Council in the period of 1955 to 1962 ; director of the Municipal Statistical 
Office in Poznań in the period of 1962 to 1963; in the period of 1968 to 1975 served as 
director of the Statistical Office for the City of Poznań and the Voivodship of Poznań, and 
from 1975 to 1992 – as director of the Voivodship Statistical Office. 
  

Tadeusz Nentwig (1921–2011) – deputy director of the Voivodship Statistical Office  
in Poznań from 1974 to 1980. 



V. THE ACTIVITY OF STATISTICAL AGENCIES OF WIELKOPOLSKA   
AFTER WORLD WAR II 

Post-war founders of the Statistical Office in Poznań 

Genowefa Zawadzka (1927–2002) – deputy director of the Voivodship Statistical 
Office in Poznań from 1982 to 1989. 

Czesław Jerzak (1946–2009) – from 1982 to 1991 in charge of the Electronic Centre 
of CSO, which was transformed into the Regional IT Centre for Statistics in 1990, and 
after its incorporation into the Voivodship Statistical Office in Poznań, he served as its 
deputy director from 1991 to 1996. 
 



The first post-war issue of the Statistical News about  
the city of Poznań for the period from January to April  
of 1945. The publication of Statistical News about the city  
of Poznań was resumed in 1945 and continued until 1959,  
first as a monthly, later as a quarterly. 

V. THE ACTIVITY OF STATISTICAL AGENCIES OF WIELKOPOLSKA   
AFTER WORLD WAR II 



Disseminating statistical data in the post-war period was 
hindered by state confidentiality laws. Until 1970’s a major 
part of analyses prepared in statistical offices (including 
those containing census data) were classified for office use 
only or as confidential, which meant they were only available 
for political and administrative authorities 

V. THE ACTIVITY OF STATISTICAL AGENCIES OF WIELKOPOLSKA   
AFTER WORLD WAR II 



V. THE ACTIVITY OF STATISTICAL AGENCIES OF WIELKOPOLSKA   
AFTER WORLD WAR II 



The first Statistical Yearbook 
of the Voivodship of 
Poznań, compiled by the 
Statistics Division at the 
Presiding Board of the 
Provincial National Council, 
was published in 1959. One 
year later the first post-war 
Statistical Yearbook of the 
City of Poznań appeared, 
continuing the series 
interrupted by the war 

Yearbooks past and present 

V. THE ACTIVITY OF STATISTICAL AGENCIES OF WIELKOPOLSKA   
AFTER WORLD WAR II 



Between1960 and 1967 statistical data about 
Poznań were published along with information 
about the voivodship of Poznań 

Yearbooks past and present 

V. THE ACTIVITY OF STATISTICAL AGENCIES OF WIELKOPOLSKA   
AFTER WORLD WAR II 



The compilation of separate yearbooks for the city 
of Poznań was resumed in 1968 and appeared in 
this series until 1975 

The publication of the   
Statistical Yearbook of the city of Poznań  

was resumed after a 20-year break 

Yearbooks past and present 

V. THE ACTIVITY OF STATISTICAL AGENCIES OF WIELKOPOLSKA   
AFTER WORLD WAR II 



Since 1999 the Statistical Yearbook of Poznań 
has appeared in a two-year publication cycle. 

Yearbooks past and present 

V. THE ACTIVITY OF STATISTICAL AGENCIES OF WIELKOPOLSKA   
AFTER WORLD WAR II 



After the administrative reform in 1975 
all newly established voivodships 
issued their own yearbooks  

Yearbooks past and present 

V. THE ACTIVITY OF STATISTICAL AGENCIES OF WIELKOPOLSKA   
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The publication of the Statistical 
Yearbook of Wielkopolskie Voivodship 
began in 1999; the yearbook which 
describes the socio-economic situation of 
the voivodship created as a result of 
another administrative reform. At present 
the yearbook is supplemented by another 
publication, which provides information 
about spatial variation in the voivodship 
Wielkopolskie Voivodship. Subregions 
– Powiats – Gminas (formerly entitled 
Selected data about subregions, 
powiats, gminas of Wielkopolskie 
Voivodship). Current issues are available 
as print edition, on CD-ROMs and online  

Yearbooks past and present 
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In 1987 all statistical offices began publishing monthly bulletins with information about the socio-economic 
situation of their respective voivodships. Until 1992 those bulletins were entitled Information about the 
accomplishment of major socio-economic tasks, from 1993 published as The socio-economic situation of 
the voivodship, and from 1996 to 1998 as the Voivodship Statistical Bulletin. After the administrative reform 
of 1999 the series was renamed the Statistical Bulletin of the Wielkopolskie Voivodship and has been 
published under this title until now. Since 2004 the Bulletin has appeared as a quarterly  

Other series in the publication plan 
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Other publication series  
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In 1992 a quarterly 
statistical bulletin was 
launched, with current 
information about various 
aspects of life in Poznań. 
Until 1996 the quarterly 
was published under the 
title The socio-economic 
situation of Poznań,  
and since 1997 it has 
appeared as Poznań – 
Statistical Bulletin  

Other publication series  
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The statistical office in Poznań initiated and continues  
to prepare a number of national  publications devoted to towns  

and cities of Poland  

Other publication series  
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A major part of the publishing activity of the statistical office in Poznań,  
outlined in the publishing plan for a given year, involves reports prepared 
exclusively in electronic form, that is available on CDs and online,   
especially in the series Statistical information and reports 

Other publication series 
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Analytical publications, 
Prepared in the series entitled  
Statistical analyses, 
in addition to an electronic 
version, often appear in book 
form. 

Other publication series 
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In addition to periodicals, the office in Poznań  
also prepares monographs for a wider audience  
to popularize statistical information as well as 
occasional publications 

Other publication series 
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To mark the 90th anniversary of CSO (GUS) the office in 
Poznań compiled a historical-statistical monograph entitled 
The statistical contribution to the history of Poznań,  
which presents the history of the city in numbers and the 
legacy of statistical thought in Wielkopolska 

Other publication series 
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The territorial development of Poznań  
between 1797 and 2006 

(according to The statistical contribution to the history of Poznań)  

Other publication series 
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Lack of information about employment-related population flow 
(after 1989) was the reason behind an attempt to estimate the direction 
and volume of commuting at the national level. In producing the report 
Commuting in Poland for the first time public statistics relied on 
information from the tax database. 



VI ACADEMIC 
STATISTICS 

The development of statistical practice follows progress  
in statistical thought. This part presents information about  
the founders of academic statistics in Wielkopolska and their 
successors and continuators, listing titles of their major 
handbooks used by future generations of students and areas 
of research jointly explored by academics and practitioners  
of public statistics. 



VI. ACADEMIC STATISTICS 

Stefan Abt 
(1937–2002) 

Stefan Barbacki 
(1903–1979) 

Stanisław Borowski 
(1921–1977) 

Achievements in the field of academic 
statistics in Wielkopolska are the legacy  
of many people working as part of the 
research community of many universities. 
Among those who deserve special mention 
are those eminent statisticians who are 
already dead. 
 
Their extensive biographical information can 
be found in a book published on the 
occasion of the 100th anniversary of the 
Polish Statistical Association, Polish 
statisticians and in another book entitled 
The statistical contribution to the history  
of Poznań, in the chapter devoted  
to Distinguished statisticians connected 
with Poznań and Wielkopolska, prepared  
to mark the 90th anniversary of the Central 
Statistcal Office 
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Maria Gacek-Borna 
(1920–1992) 

Rajmund Buławski 
(1892–1947) 

Jan Czekanowski 
(1882–1965) 

Zbigniew Czerwiński 
(1927–2010) 

Mieczysław Kędelski 
(1946–1998) 

Jerzy Muzalewski 
(1940–1998) 



Tadeusz Puchalski 
(1908–1979) 

VI. ACADEMIC STATISTICS 

Stanisław Waszak 
(1906–1974) 

Stanisław Wierzchosławski 
(1926–2009) 

Marcin Nadobnik 
(1883–1953) 



VI. ACADEMIC STATISTICS 

One dimension of teaching involves the development of handbooks that can improve the process of teaching 
new generation of students. Continuous contributions from new generations of statisticians help to keep 
statistics handbooks up-to-date. 

Selected handbooks prepared by lecturers from 
various universities in Wielkopolska 
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A comprehensive development of statistics requires mutual support and complementary contribution  
on the part of its main currents – theoretical and applied. In 1970’s the cooperation between academic  
statistics and its practitioners was strengthened thanks to a training program organized within the frame  
work of the Postgraduate Course in Statistics at the Academy of Economics in Poznań 

Closing Ceremony of the Postgraduate Course in Statistics, 1974 



VI. ACADEMIC STATISTICS 

The Polish Statistical Association provides a perfect platform for the interchange between theoretical  
and applied statistics. It brings together academic researchers and representatives of public statistics. 

The proceedings of the national 
academic conference on 

The development of statistical research 
methodology in Poland, organized in 

Poznań from 22 to 23 September 1993, 
to mark the 75th anniversary of GUS 

and 200 years of Polish statistics 
The conference was organized by: 

GUS, The Main Council of PSA and the 
Poznań division of PSA 
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The medal awarding ceremony to 
mark the 75th anniversary of GUS, 
1993 



VI. ACADEMIC STATISTICS 

Employees of the Statistical Office in Poznań are 
thanking prof. Stanisław Wierzchosławski – the initiator 
of the national demographic seminar on The family and 
household in the urban setting, December 2001 



VI. ACADEMIC STATISTICS 

Founded in 1990’s, the Centre for Regional Statistics provides an interesting platform for the cooperation 
between theoretical and applied statistics. It brings together researchers from Poznań universities and 
employees of the statistical office in Poznań as well as local government agencies. Research experience of 
CRS includes: work on the methodology of social surveys, small area estimation, demographic projection, urban 
audit, regional monitoring, the use of administrative registers by public statistics, data processing in GIS and 
regional databases.  

The signing of a cooperation 
agreement between the Rector  
of  the Academy of Economics 
(now the University of Economics) 
and the President of the Central 
Statistical Office, which established 
the Centre for Regional Statistics 
1995 
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The Center for Regional Statistics organizes national 
academic conferences. 
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VI. ACADEMIC STATISTICS 

Participants of a conference on Regional statistics in the service of local government  
and business, Poznań-Kiekrz, 2000  



VII SURVEYS  OF  THE  CENTRAL 
STATISTICAL  OFFICE 

This part of the presentation is an overview of the survey and 
analytical work of statistical institutes since 1918, that is since 
the establishment of the Central Statistical Office (GUS). It 
includes sample forms from past surveys, as well as modern 
reporting, including various forms of e-reporting.  



A letter from GUS dated January 1922 
addressed to the head of the Rawicz powiat, 
calling for measures to discipline civil register 
offices in the powiat, which are late reporting 
vital records 
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A letter from the Minister of Internal Affairs dated May 
1927, requesting information about supplies of grain 
and flour and a completed form about the powiat  
of Wolsztyn 
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A letter of appeal filed by a company punished with a fine 
for failing to send a statistical report  

A letter from GUS, dated June 1928,  
addressed to the head of Wolsztyn powiat, 
calling for a fine to be imposed on a company  
which hasn’t fulfilled its reporting obligation 
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A report on the statistics of agricultural production, 
concerning the volume of crops, prepared in Śmigiel in 1928 
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A monthly report on cattle slaughter in public slaughterhouses  
– a form prepared in November 1932 by a slaughterhouse in Gniezno 
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A monthly m-1 report on population registration in the registry office, 
prepared in Konin in November 1949 
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Information about completing  
a plan of road maintenance in 
the powiat of Ostrowiec in the 
period between 1949 and 1955 

Information about completing a plan of 
road construction work in the powiat of 
Ostrowiec in the period between 1949 
and 1955 
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Employment in socialist economy in Ostrów 
Wielkopolski and the powiat of Ostrów  
in the period of 1957–1963  

Land use in the powiat of Ostrów 
in the period of 1950–1963 

based on data from agricultural   
censuses 
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An annual I-11 report about construction activity in private economy, 
prepared in Miłosław in the powiat of Września in 1957 
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Statistical cards for the town of Kalisz 
prepared in the Powiat Statistical 
Inspectorate in Kalisz 

A list of tables in statistical cards 
prepared for towns that do not  

constitute powiats and for settlements 
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Statistical cards. 
A tabulation of information about vital 

statistics and migration in the population  
of Kalisz between 1960 and 1971 

Statistical cards. 
A tabulation of information about 
industry and craft industry in Kalisz 
between 1960 and 1971 
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A monthly statistical report for February 1964 
prepared by the Powiat Statistical Inspectorate  
in Ostrów Wielkopolski 

Information about total production and 
employment in industry in February 

1964, prepared by the Powiat 
Statistical Inspectorate  
in Ostrów Wielkopolski  
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Purchase of cereal grains and potatoes in the powiat of Ostrów Wielkopolski 
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Total production output in the powiat of Kalisz between 1960 and 1965, by industry 
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Sample reporting forms and questionnaires used 
in surveys scheduled in the statistical survey 
programme for 2011 
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The future of statistical surveys is connected with the development of electronic reporting. The first step in this 
direction was the launch of the Reporting Portal, which enables users to enter statistical data online. 
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An electronic form in the DG-1 survey 
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One way of collecting statistical data are questionnaire surveys, where information is obtained 
by interviewing respondents by authorised survey takers, e.g. in households. 

VII. SURVEYS OF THE CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE 



A regular survey 
taker’s ID and an 
authorization letter 
to conduct 
questionnaire 
surveys 
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A temporary survey taker’s ID 
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VIII CENSUSES 
(AFTER  1921) 

This part is devoted to censuses. It features a number of 
documents, which give an overview of the process of census 
preparation and organization and present census results; 
especially focusing on the first national census in the 
Republic of Poland of 30 September 1921. 



The First Census in the Republic  
of Poland of 30 September 1921 
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The First Census in the Republic  
of Poland of 30 September 1921 



The First Census in the Republic  
of Poland of 30 September 1921 
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The First Census in the Republic  
of Poland of 30 September 1921 
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The First Census in the Republic  
of Poland of 30 September 1921 
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The First Census in the Republic  
of Poland of 30 September 1921 

VIII. CENSUSES (AFTER 1921) 



The First Census in the Republic  
of Poland of 30 September 1921 
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The Second National Census of 9 December 1931 
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The Second National Census of 9 December 1931 
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The Second National Census of 9 December 1931 
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The Census of Population 
of 14 February 1946  
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The Census of Population 
of 14 February 1946  
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The Census of Population of 14 February 1946  
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The Census of Population 
of 14 February 1946  
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The Census of Population 
of 14 February 1946  
  
A tabulation for the borough (gmina) of 
Grabów nad Prosną in the powiat of Kępno 
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The National Census of 3 December 1950 
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The National Census of 3 December 1950 
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The National Census of 3 December 1950 
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The National Census of 3 December 1950 
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The National Census of 6 December 1960 
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The National Census of 8 December 1970 
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The National Census of 8 December 1970 
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The National Census of 8 December 1970 
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The National Census of 7 December 1978 
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The National Census of 6 December 1988 
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A  Survey of Population and Dwellings of 1995 
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The Agricultural Census  
of 12 June 1996 
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National Census of Population and Housing. 
Agricultural Census of 20 May 2002  
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National Census of Population and Housing. 
Agricultural Census of 20 May 2002  
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Agricultural Census of 2010 
National Census of Population and Housing of 2011 

A census taker’s ID 
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National Census of Population and Housing of 2011 
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Methods of data collection in the censuses 2010 and 2011 

Obtaining data from 
administrative databases 

CAII – Computer  Assisted Internet  Interview –  
– a method involving online data collection 

CATI – Computer  Assisted Telephone Interview – 
– collecting information from respondents during 
a telephone interview using special software and 
electronic data entry 

CAPI – Computer  Assisted Personal Interview – 
– face-to-face interview conducted by a census 

taker using a hand-held device for data entry 
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A report from the Agricultural Census of 2010 

VIII. CENSUSES (AFTER 1921) 



IX THE  PROVINCIAL  
COMPETITION  OF  STATISTICAL 
KNOWLEDGE 

The last part is devoted to a project aimed at promoting statistics 
among the young generation of inhabitants of Wielkopolska. 
 
In 2009, to mark the celebration of the Day of Polish Statistics the 
Statistical Office in Poznań in cooperation with the Poznań branch 
of the Polish Statistical Association launched an annual 
competition entitled „Statystyka mnie dotyka” (Statistics concerns 
me), for students of secondary schools in Wielkopolska. 
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The winners of the first edition  
of the competition 
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The winners of the second and third edition 
of the competition 
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The role of statistics in Wielkopolska is not confined to a handful 
of facts of merely historical significance. It is very much alive and 
is practised both as a theoretical discipline and in its various 
applications. Its future development depends on the amount  
of interest it can generate with future generations. 
 
Nearly 500 students have participated in 4. editions of the 
competition of statistical knowledge so far. If the participation 
rate is anything to go by, there is no reason for concern about 
the future of statistics in Wielkopolska. 
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ELABORATION 

STATISTICAL OFFICE 
IN  POZNAŃ 
 
 
 
ul. Jana H. Dąbrowskiego 79 
60-959 POZNAŃ 
tel. 61 27 98 200 
fax 61 27 98 100 
e-mail: SekretariatUSPOZ@stat.gov.pl 
http://www.stat.gov.pl/poznan 



The presentation was financed  

by the National Bank of Poland  

as part of the educational project entitled 

„Occasional publications and exhibitions  

to mark the 100th anniversary  

of the Polish Statistical Association  

prepared for the Congress of Polish Statistics”  
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