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Motivation 

  Misinterpretation of 

youth unemployment rate 

Youth unemployment = 

marginalization? 

  Comparability of youth 

unemployment figures in 

different EU countries? 

How should we measure 

living conditions of the 

youth? 
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Data 

 EU Labour Force Survey micro-data from all EU- and EFTA-

countries, except for Malta and Liechtenstein, 2007-2011 
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Unemployment rate refers to the share of 

unemployed from the labour force, not from all 

youth 
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• Labour force = employed +unemployed = less than 50 % of 15-24 year 

olds in EU27 (2011) 
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In Nordic countries over 50% of the young 

unemployed are students 

5 Liisa Larja, 22.3.2013 

0 %

10 %

20 %

30 %

40 %

50 %

60 %

70 %

80 %

N
e

th
e

rl
a

n
d

s

Ic
e

la
n

d

D
e

n
m

a
rk

F
in

la
n

d

N
o

rw
a

y

S
w

e
d

e
n

S
w

it
z
e

rl
a

n
d

S
lo

v
e

n
ia

L
u

x
e

m
b

o
u

rg

E
s
to

n
ia

P
o

la
n
d

E
U

/E
F

T
A

S
p

a
in

A
u

s
tr

ia

P
o

rt
u

g
a

l

M
a

lt
a

L
a

tv
ia

G
re

a
t-

B
ri
ta

in

G
e

rm
a

n
y

L
it
h

u
a

n
ia

Ir
e

la
n

d

B
e

lg
iu

m

F
ra

n
c
e

G
re

e
c
e

C
y
p
ru

s

It
a

lia

C
z
e
c
h
 r

.

B
u

lg
a
ri
a

R
o

m
a

n
ia

H
u

n
g

a
ry

S
lo

v
a

k
ia

Share of students of unemployed Unemplyoment rate (% of labour force)



In Nordic countries, the unemployed youth do 

not define themselves as unemployed 
  

Main status of unemployed 15-24 years olds in 2011,  conscripts exlcuded 
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The unemployment rate does not measure 

youth marginalization! 

Reflects only the situation of those in labour force – 

excludes the inactive population (=57%, EU27) 

Does not differentiate on whether the unemployed 

person is also a student 

 NEET-rate 

 NEET= Not employed (ILOSTAT)  

      Not in education (EDUCSTAT) 

      Not in training (COURATT) 
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Also the NEET-rate captures very different 

groups in different countries 
  

Mainstatus of NEET 15-24 years old in 2011, conscripts excluded 
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Comparing share of ILO-defined unemployment 

and NEET to self-defined unenployment  
 

 Share of 15-24 years old of all youth who are classified as NEET, who are unemployed by ILO 

definition and who describe their main activity as unemployed, in 2011, conscripts excluded 
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Using only self-defined main status? 
 

 Mainstatus of all 15-24 years old in 2011, conscripts excluded 
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